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The distinguished participants in this symposium are

Rita Manchanda

: Research Director of South Asia Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR) and has written
extensively on security and human rights issues in the region. In particular she has intellectually shaped the
discourse on feminizing security. Among her many publications is the volume Women War and Peace in South Asia:
beyond Victimhood to Agency
peace building.

Antonia Potter Prentice: Prior to her current work on gender, peace and security as Senior Associate
region. She initiated the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue’s work on women, gender and peacemaking and has
Democratic Progress Institute and is married with three small children. She is starting out on Twitter at Antonia_pp.

Elisabeth Rehn

Court, the Hague.

Chuck Sudetic

Sarah Cliffe

Development from Cambridge and Columbia Universities.
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Essay 1

Rita Manchanda and Antonia Potter Prentice

Who’s that girl? Women, war, and the challenges of identity

of community identity and its reproducer can be sexually tortured and
stigmatised, displaced, impoverished or widowed. Or, while still a child,
shot in the head on the way to school.

It’s been another knockabout month on the frontlines of that old unwon

unearthed where her ‘disappeared’ brother may be buried because he by
Can Indu forget who she is when militants massacred her family
because of who they were, forcing her to leave home and neighbours,
we’ve been making it out to be (although to be fair they also reminded
us that domestic violence in war settings—and indeed beyond—is a
such all on its own).

explicit reminders with her community identity. There’s probably not
a moment in the day when she is not conscious of who she is, in a way

Human Security Report got and how they used and presented it, the
three events make you realize that the mere fact of being labelled a
man or woman (or a boy or a girl) remains a very incendiary business
indeed, even in peacetime. The fact is, labels matter, arguably more in

sectarianism and political orthodoxy to come together and organize
spaces between the harder line positions that come with some of the
other labels (e.g. communist, monarchist, revolutionary, reactionary,
warrior). Inspiring examples of using the female label as an organizing

of using common labels, and those that denote shared values, to make
constructive contributions to resolving their communities’ worst ills

language on integrated approaches to social services and education
and on addressing the needs of victims which would never otherwise
across community divides to bring recognized new perspectives into

labels they can lay claim to might be ethnic (I’m Tuareg), religious (I’m
bearing children (I’m a mother), bearing arms (I’m a guerilla), or bearing
witness (I’m a human rights worker) — frankly bearing a whole lot of
things besides, though that is not the particular axe we want to grind

republican who works with Protestant Unionist women said of her

that the international community has demanded stringent empirical
research to prove the value of women’s contribution to peace making,
while it has never demanded the same about men’s contributions). The
reason for this is perhaps obvious: men can stick to their other labels as

and our choice of politics. Life hangs on the balance of such labels—

organizing is typical of how marginalized people organize: their lack

to that I am label is added, ‘woman’ —that female body can become
the ground on which some fronts of that war is fought: the purveyor

even with plenty of disagreement, and some unresolved issues along
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the way. If only more peace tables looked like a women’s coalition for
peace! They don’t of course, because the key ingredients of power and

socialized in a gender stereotypical way to ‘nurture’ and ‘care’ or not,
the times they’ve got close to peace processes have shown they tend
They also tend to ally with and support other marginalized groups. In

of impunity and exclusionary politics are laying waste to society and

In the Philippines, where this very month an important framework
agreement has been signed between the government and the largest
not all) women have expressed a desire to describe themselves and act
ethnicity, than as women. This is partly because of the painting of the
listening to the conversation of women’s groups in pretty much any

with other marginal groups, the Uzbeks, supporting the demand
the struggle to maintain their distinctive culture and the community
identity which goes with it. It’s important to remember that it’s up
to those women, or the feminist Qu’ranic scholars, and all the others
pop out are inclusiveness, proportionality and participation, derived
from an alliance of discriminated and institutionally excluded groups

who, and the broader purposes they want those labels to serve.
So yes, you can get a bullet in your back for speaking the wrong language

political party identities reasserted themselves and gender became a
particular (and predictable) casualty: for example, no one troubled to
disarmament and reintegration packages designed according to their
needs, as was being done for their brothers in arms.
The frustrating thing for many is that the ‘forgetting’ of gender (label

men do or have done, let’s remember, that we have not yet reached
the holy grail of ‘critical mass’, so we don’t actually know. If women
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
media, everywhere in the world - then we would be at a point where
still a man’s world, and the women that are making it to the top are
still doing it in that context, some by reaching a helping hand down the
ladder to women below, and others kicking the ladder away in echo
of what perhaps was done to them before. That’s not telling you how
the critical mass of women would behave in power, it’s telling you how
those individual women behave when the bulk of power is still held by

are women who are fully conscious of their female identity, and who
may also be fully aware of the marginalization, which has ensued from
they belong, to identify more strongly with that group then with their
‘gender group’. To expect women to stand apart from their community’s
ethnic movements is to misread the historical experience of the many
ways in which women are embedded as members of a particular ethnic
community in the struggles of those groups, and nowhere more so than
are a Rohingya woman, for example, than that militarization, a culture

women’s rights, let’s not forget, it’s a woman’s right to choose.

Essay 2

Elisabeth Rehn

The Necessity of Integrating Women into Peace Processes

is also true that the opposite sometimes dominates. In which category
should we put the Canadian Human Rights Report, telling us that sexual
violence against women in war was not the big deal we are making it

in the elections in Liberia, but the real breakthrough was made in the
were informed at gatherings about the importance of voting, and not
to allow violence at polling stations. All parties were represented at
the Situation Room and presidential candidates visited them. They
women as observers had mobile phones to report immediately about
unrest or women hindered to vote. The outcome is known. President

with thousands of raped women and men in the Democratic Republic
problem by percentages, number of instances of sexual violence, child
soldiers, refugees, IDP’s—every case is a big deal. Unfortunately, the
violence continues after the war, from a tactic of war to a habit of postmuch more brutal and destructive form. He has during the history of
victims of sexual violence. Listening to him makes it clear that this is a
big deal.

not the only issue when making peace and building up society after a

future without fear, and for overcoming stigmatization. For them

of women in decision making, in the peace processes, and at the
negotiation tables. In some way the related resolutions which have
followed took the focus from this message stressing the women’s role
as victim. Helping victims is important, but we cannot forget that the
only way to support them is to get women involved in the decisions,
as actors in politics, in economics, and with rights to own property.
The victims themselves want this. It is impressive meeting women in

country. One way forward that they believe in is to get education for
their daughters.

building peace. The example of Liberian women is well known, followed
now by the strong activities of Femmes Africa Solidarité and others
for democratic and non-violent elections in the region. They engaged

The new President visited the Situation Room on the next day after his
election, promising to keep the parity rule.

course it is not true, like men women represent ethnic groups, religions,
in mind women have still been able to engage in collective actions,

issues they can agree upon. Then build up the action on these issues to
get everybody on board.

common action for democratic participation. It has been widely
recognized, including by the African Union. The concept was brought
African states facing elections in the near future were present in Dakar
to learn. The many earlier violent elections like in Ivory Coast must not
already a long step forward.

the momentum to sit down at the table for talks. Even then much of
the work is done far from the tables. Experts, advisors, are listening to
genuine interest to embrace the whole population in a future peace, the
skills and knowledge of women must be taken into account. It cannot be
denied that women have a strong responsibility in the implementation
about the needs of women. It is not enough. The mediator must
himself be fully sensitized about the importance of integrating women
in the process. If he does not genuinely care then the courtesy meetings
listening to women representatives are only a play for the galleries. The
same rule goes for the few women mediators.

Essay 3

Chuck Sudetic

Stop Bandying about Anecdotes and Loose Commentary
Preface
1) I am a feminist. I see myself as fortunate to have come of age in this

Discussion

Essay 4

Sarah Cliffe

Women as Actors Rather than Victims of War

women’s participation in peace-making. The focus is—rightly, I believe—
on women as actors rather than victims of war.

women are represented is probably best left to be thrashed out by the
societies concerned.
A second issue implicitly raised by the essay is the divergence between

and violence on women: in the last two decades, for example, women

care for families that have lost all their income and assets, rebuilding
homes that have been destroyed, or dealing with being chased from
their neighborhoods and starting a new life elsewhere. And whatever
as a weapon of war and intimidation, there is no doubt that rape and

violence fuelled by drug monies in central America.

and to help women to organize to claim recognition and reparations
between women’s identity and violence—women’s role as actors in
peace-making and in rebuilding societies that have been torn apart by
much through their political, ethnic or religious identity as through their
sense of solidarity as women.

participation of women in peace-making processes as a separate
of the other groupings (whether governmental, political and resistance
organisations, social movements, or community representation) in
which they take part, and from which part of their identity is drawn. In
the end I believe—as do the authors of the essay—that this is a choice for
the women in the societies concerned: they will have a stronger sense of
being separately represented, or whether they feel energies should be
devoted to making sure that their political, social and community groups

women’s issues in peace processes, versus local perspectives. This
can sometimes be overblown, and manipulated as an attack on local
change women’s political, economic and social status show that this is
a long struggle, and that it needs to be undertaken within local realities.
The national solidarity program in Afghanistan, for example, was shown

communities of this change in mindset over three years. This often
contrasts with donor perceptions of change, and with a technocratic
need to ensure that support and funding to women’s movements (which
can provide crucial space for thinking and action) is delivered sensitively,
and is not perceived as imposing external models.
All of the above essentially agrees with what I understand to be the

The omission is simple but perhaps important. The angle of the essay
is primarily on women’s agency in political talks, with the examples
element of peace-building where women’s agency is crucial, and this is
in the reform of state institutions to have them serve all citizens. Often
less visible than political negotiations, there may actually be a crucial
peace-building gain to having women involved in decision-making on

where the involvement of women plausibly appears to have been one
socially-oriented discussions, is often under-attended in the debate on
gender and violence.

of the women that they should represent. Another way of thinking about

representation in the political settlements that aim to end violence. On

and Sudan. Perhaps this is so—certainly women have played this role
courageously in some cases, and in the face of rough criticism from
it may make sense in each society to identify where the strengths lie in
cross-sectarian communication: are these in women’s groups, in trade

unions, in business associations, in political parties, or in organizations
important strength for women and an activity women’s groups may
to feel responsible for this. And importantly, because while crosssectarian organizing and awareness-raising can be incredibly valuable,
empowered women who feel that they can contribute in many ways
to peace-building—starting political parties, reforming their security
forces and governments, starting businesses that provide a sense of

Essay 5

Rita Manchanda and Antonia Potter Prentice

Let Us Start by Listening Seriously
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